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P.O. Box 14766, Columbus, Ohio 43214 


NEWLY REVEALED LINCOLN ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT 


HOW YOUNG OHIOAN SAVED LINCOLN IN 1861 


WILLIAM T. COGGESHALL, 36-year-old Ohio State Journal reporter, state 
librarian, and governor's secretary, met Lincoln when the President-elect's 
train arrived in Columbus, Ohio, on Wednesday, February 13, 1861; escorted 
him to speak before the Ohio Legislature; and was asked by Lincoln to join the 
presidential train. ''With you with meI shall go safely, '' Lincoln said. The 
President knew of attempts on his life but felt safe with young Coggeshall. 


Lincoln knew he was hated by some. That there were meetings of Southern 
businessmen and laborers-for-hire who were setting the stage to have him killed. 


The train chugged on to Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Buffalo, Albany, New York City, 
Trenton, Philadelphia, and Harrisburg with Lincoln speaking to the public and 
Coggeshall eyeing the crowds. 


Before leaving Harrisburg, Lincoln learned of an assassination plot in Baltimore, 
decided to pass through that city hours early, at night, and briefed Coggeshall. 


Near Harrisburg a bomb was thrust into the president's train. Coggeshall 
discovered it, threw it out of the tain car and saved Lincoln by seconds. They 
swore each other to secrecy, the attempt not to be told until aiter Lincoln's 
death. "I'll only tell my wife,'' Coggeshall said. 


OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS 


COLONEL COGGESHALL became U.S. Minister to Ecuador, endured religious 
persecution there and accidentally found buried treasure. 


MARY, his wife, by night drove a horsedrawn buggy to smuggle the first 
absentee ballots to soldiers. 


JESSIE, 15-year-old daughter, was Coggeshall's secretary and hostess in 
Ecuador. She wrote lively letters, endured religious persecution, was buried 
in her wedding gown. 


EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION was the daughter whom he named for the 
freedom document. She was called Prockie. She became a concert singer. 
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